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India is blessed with the monsoon, but we're not making the most of it. We get plenty of rain, but a 

lot of it goes to waste because we don't have enough places to store it, and our farms use water 

inefficiently. Since agriculture uses over 85% of our water, that's a big problem. 

But here's the good news: the India Meteorological Department (IMD) says we're likely to have a 

really good monsoon in 2025. This isn't just a chance to grow more crops; it's a chance to change 

how we think about water. Instead of relying so much on groundwater, let's focus on collecting and 

using the rain that falls on our fields. 

The Trouble with Groundwater 

Right now, India uses more groundwater than any other country in the world. A whopping 87% of 

that groundwater goes to farms. This reliance on groundwater is a problem because: 

• It's getting depleted (meaning we're using it up faster than it can replenish). 

• Pumping it out of the ground is expensive for farmers. 

• Our water policies aren't always well-coordinated. 

Why Rainwater Harvesting Makes Sense? 

Rainwater harvesting (RWH). It's simple, catch the rain where it falls and store it for later use. Think 

of traditional methods like ponds, bunds (small dams), and check dams. These are low-cost, local 

solutions that can: 

• Improve the health of our soil. 

• Reduce our dependence on groundwater. 

• Provide water for both farming and households. 

The IMD's forecast isn't just a weather update, it's a wake-up call. We need to empower local 

communities, put smart water policies in place, and help farmers become rainwater harvesters. 

Key Facts About Water Use in India 

• Groundwater King: India is the world's biggest groundwater user, with 87% going to agriculture. 
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• More Irrigation: Irrigated land grew from 49.3% to 55% between 2016 and 2021. 

• Intense Irrigation: Irrigation intensity rose from 144.2% to 154.5% in the same period. 

• Groundwater Extraction: We're extracting about 60% of our available groundwater each year. 

Where Our Irrigation Water Comes From (2023-24 data) 

• Tubewells: 39,134,000 hectares (the biggest source). 

• Government Canals: 17,959,000 hectares. 

• Other Wells: 10,672,000 hectares. 

• Other Sources: 9,147,000 hectares. 

• Tanks: 2,235,000 hectares. 

• Private Canals: 165,000 hectares. 

Different parts of India use different irrigation methods. Wells are common in the northern plains, 

while canals are important in areas with big rivers. Tanks are more popular in rocky, rain-fed areas. 

Is Rainwater Harvesting, a Practical Solution? 

We know we have water problems, and rainwater harvesting sounds good in theory. But can it really 

work in India? Let's look at some facts: 

• We Get Enough Rain: The IMD is predicting above-normal rainfall for 2025. In 2024, we got 

1206.6 mm of rain, which is plenty if we capture it. 

• It Works in Dry Areas: Even in dry states like Rajasthan, people have been using traditional 

rainwater harvesting for centuries. 

Traditional Rainwater Harvesting in India 

India has a long history of rainwater harvesting. These systems were designed to provide a reliable 

water supply, especially for farming. 

Rajasthan, for example, is very dry and has limited groundwater. But people there have developed 

amazing ways to catch and store rainwater, such as: 

• Bawaris and Jhalaras (stepwells). 

• Talabs, Tankas, Johads, Nadis, Khadins, and Kunds (different types of ponds and tanks). 

For Rajasthan’s farmers, rainwater harvesting wasn't just a technique; it was a way of life. The 

benefits are clear: 

• It's simple and cheap. 
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• It's sustainable and adaptable. 

• It improves water use, prevents erosion, boosts soil health, reduces floods, and increases crop 

yields. 

What the Government is Doing 

The government is also promoting water efficiency through programs like: 

• Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY): Aims to get water to every field and 

improve water use. 

• Micro-Irrigation Fund (MIF): Provides loans for innovative irrigation projects. 

• Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain: Promotes water conservation and rainwater harvesting. 

The Bottom Line 

India gets plenty of rain, but we need to manage it better. Rainwater harvesting is a practical, 

affordable, and sustainable solution. It can reduce our reliance on groundwater, lower irrigation 

costs, protect the environment, and make water more available year-round. With a good monsoon 

expected in 2025, now is the time to focus on rainwater conservation, local storage, and strong 

community involvement. This can lead to a more secure and sustainable future for our farms and our 

country. 
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